Between the First World War and the end of the Cold War, Germany and Austria, whose legal cultures were highly interdependent in terms of persons, conceptions, and institutions, saw eleven or twelve fundamentally different regimes, depending on the interpretation of Austria's status from 1938-45. Lawyers often ensured the legal functioning of these regimes and legitimized their existence. This again affected their notions of law, legality, and justice, and of the principles underlying these concepts, as well as their personal preferences and societal roles.
INTRODUCTION
The history of Germany and Austria-that both had emerged as modern states from their common past in the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation in the 19 th century-continued to be intertwined to an extraordinary degree in what has been , claimed that the sinking was absolutely legitimate. He set out admitting that the sinking of unarmed merchant vessels (which he thought the "Lusitania" was) by submarines without warning was illegal in principle. Nevertheless, he then argued that the measure was justified, notwithstanding its death toll, since the German admiralty had declared this unprecedented form of naval warfare to be a reprisal 10 Hans Wehberg, born in Düsseldorf in 1885, was employed in the Prussian legal administration at the time the war broke out. Having worked with Alfred Hermann Fried, Austrian Nobel Peace Prize Laureate of 1911, already before the war, in the 1920s he served as counsel in public international law to several German institutions, among them the Reichstag. In 1928 he accepted a chair for public international law in Geneva that he held until 1960. Wehberg died in Geneva on May 29, 1962 , often were motivated by being a contribution to the maintenance of the national unity of the "Burgfrieden".
But since the issues at stake in more liberal quarters of the Austro-German legal community -national self-determination in Austria-Hungary and democracy in Germany -were exactly the ideological weapons the western enemies of the Central Powers had forged about the same time to serve them in their struggle, the stage was set for the intricate conflicts that erupted in the Austrian and even more so in the German legal communities when the war came to an end. 27 "Sonderheft Länderautonomie," Österreichische Zeitschrift für Öffentliches Recht 3 (1916). 28 Hans Nawiasky, born in Graz in 1880 as son of a Jewish opera singer from Kowno (today Kaunas, Lithuania), served in the Austro-Hungarian Army at that time, but had taught constitutional and administrative law at the University of Vienna before the war. Accepting a chair at the University of Munich after the war he became one of the protagonists of Kelsen's Pure Theory of Law. In 1933 Nawiasky fled the Nazis to Switzerland, teaching in St. Gallen until 1946 to return to Munich afterwards, contributing decisively to the Bavarian post-war constitution. On August 11, 1961, Nawiasky died in St. Gallen (Hans F. Zacher, "Nawiasky, Hans": 4 ff.; in: NDB, supra note 15, vol. 19 (1998) chair at the Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas, Lithuania in 1934, the Nazi government barred him from leaving Germany. Surviving the Nazi period working in the field of cultural history, in 1945 he was re-installed at Heidelberg and developed the so-called "Radbruch-formula" of "statutory injustice" that has to yield to the superior "supra-statutory justice", which became an important concept in Germany's dealing with the legal systems of Nazi-Germany and later the GDR. Showing symptoms of the Behemoth-structure that has become famous through the works of Franz Neumann 70 from the very beginning of the Nazi rule, a large number of new institutions was founded, to line up academics in the system.
THE BEHEMOTH -LAW AND THE LEGAL COMMUNITY IN NAZI GERMANY
Apart from general academic institutions like the "Nationalsozialistischer Dozentenbund" ("Union of National Socialist University Teachers"), lawyers were addressed by special institutions like the "Akademie für Deutsches Recht"
("Academy for German Law"), the "Nationalsozialistischer Rechtswahrerbund"
("Union of National Socialist Law Preservers"), and later the "Arbeitsgemeinschaft für den Kriegseinsatz der Geisteswissenschaften", which was commonly known as "Aktion Ritterbusch" 
